
N E W S L E T T E R
SEPTEMBER 2021

C H E C K  T H E  S E P T E M B E R  N E W S  O F
I N S T I T U TO  J U R UÁ

CONTATO@INSTITUTOJURUA.ORG.BR

https://institutojurua.org.br/en/donate/


N E W S L E T T E R
SEPTEMBER 2021

N E W S L E T T E R
SEPTEMBER 2021

C H E C K  T H E  S E P T E M B E R  N E W S  O F
I N S T I T U TO  J U R UÁ

P R E S E N TAT I O N
S e p te m b e r  i s  a  b u s y  m o nt h  i n  M i d -  J u r u á !  Th e  p i ra c u c u  h a r ve s t  i s  g o i n g  o n ,  a n d  a l l  
at te nt i o n  i s  fo c u s e d  o n  t h at ,   w h i c h  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a nt  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  
ye a r !  I t  i s  i n  t h i s  s ce n a r i o  t h at  t h e  I n s t i t u to  J u r u á  te a m  e m b a r k s  o n  t h e  m i s s i o n ,  
w i t h  a l l  o f  t h e  re q u i re d  h e a l t h  c a re  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p a n d e m i c,  to  c atc h  u p  w i t h  o u r  
p a r t n e r s  i n  Ca ra u a r i  (AM )  a n d  co nt i n u e  wo r k i n g  o n  s o m e  p ro j e c t s  w h i c h  we re  p u t  
o n  h o l d.  I n  t h i s  e d i t i o n ,  l e a r n  a b o u t  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  l o gi s t i c s  i n  a n  ex p e d i t i o n  
l i k e  t h i s !   Th i s  m o nt h ,  t h e  I n s t i t u te  i s  a l s o  o �e r i n g  a  re m o te  co u r s e  o f  p ro j e c t  e l a -
b o rat i o n  to  gra s s ro o t  a s s o c i at i o n s.

N E W S

I n s t i t u to  J u r u á  p re p a re s  i t s e l f  fo r  � e l d  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  s e co n d  
h a l f  o f  2 0 2 1
B y  H u g o  Co s t a

I n s t i t u to  J u r u á  wa s  s e l e c te d  a n d  i s  p a r t i c i p a -
t i n g  i n  PA I S  -  Pro gra m a  d e  Ace l e ra ç ã o  d e  
I m p a c to  S o c i a l  ( S o c i a l  I m p a c t  Acce l e rato r  
Pro gra m ) .  I n  t h i s  e d i t i o n ,  yo u  w i l l  a l s o  l e a r n  
a b o u t  t h e  U N E S CO  G re e n  Ci t i ze n s  g l o b a l  c a m -
p a i gn  ,  t h e  Yo u n g  Pro t a g o n i s t s  o f   M i d -J u r u á ,  
a n d  w i l l  b e  d e l i g hte d  w i t h  a  s to r y  w r i t te n   by  
J o ã o  Ca m p o s - S i l va  a n d,  o f  co u r s e,  b e  i n  to u c h  
w i t h  o u r  c u l t u ra l  t i p s !

Ph o to :  H u g o  Co s t a

Wo r k i n g  i n  Am a zô n i a  i s  f a nt a s t i c !   Th e  gre at n e s s  o f  fo re s t  a n d  r i ve r s ,  t h e  e n d l e s s  
d i ve r s i t y  o f  l i fe  a n d  p e o p l e s  e n c h a nt  a nyo n e.  H owe ve r,  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  l e a d i n g  
re s e a rc h  p ro j e c t s  i n  t h e  re gi o n  b e gi n  r i g ht  at  t h e  o rg a n i z at i o n .  Af te r  a  1 8  m o nt h -
- g a p,  w i t h  a  l o t  o f  p l a n n i n g  a n d  c a u t i o n ,  I n s t i t u to  J u r u á  re t u r n e d  to  i t s  re g u l a r  
� e l d  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  S e p te m b e r,  2 0 2 1 .

Th e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  Ca ra u a r i -AM ,  o u r  fo c a l  
a re a  o f  i nte r ve nt i o n  i s  n e a r l y  a  s t ra i g ht  l i n e  
d i s t a n ce  o f  8 0 0  k m  f ro m   M a n a u s  (AM ) ,  o r  a  
2 - h o u r  � i g ht ,  o r,  ye t ,  s e ve n  d ays  t h e  S o l i m õ e s  
R i ve r  a n d  t h e n  t h e  J u r u á  R i ve r  by  b o at .  Th i s  
d i s t a n ce  to  t h e  c a p i t a l  c i t y  m a k e s  t h e  l o gi s t i c s  
ve r y  d i � c u l t  a n d  ex p e n s i ve,  b e c a u s e  a  l a rg e  
p a r t  o f  t h e  e q u i p m e nt  a n d  m ate r i a l s  m u s t  b e  
b o u g ht  a n d  s e nt  by  fe r r i e s .

Ph o to :  H u g o  Co s t a



N E W S L E T T E R

SEPTEMBER 2021
P R E S E N TAT I O N

N E W S
U N E S CO  G R E E N  C I T I Z E N S :  A  g l o b a l  vo i ce  fo r  l o c a l  a c to r s  o f  
c h a n g e
B y  J o s e p h  H awe s

Fo r  2  we e k s,  we  g o t  a l l  t h e  re q u i re d  s u p p l i e s  
fo r  � e l d  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  s e co n d  h a l f  o f  2 0 2 1 .  
I t  h a s  b e e n  ve r y  h a rd  a n d  re l e va nt  wo r k  
b e c a u s e  m i s t a k e s  a re  n o t  a l l owe d,  j u s t  o n e   
i te m  f ro m  a  s u p p l y  l i s t  w h i c h  i s  fo rg o t te n  m ay  
u n d e r m i n e  t h e  wo r k  o f  m a ny  p e o p l e.  S o m e o -
n e  t h at  i s  s t i l l  n o t  u s e d  to  t h i s  Am a zo n  l o gi s -
t i c s  m ay   b e  f r i g hte n e d  a n d  e n c h a nte d  at  t h e  
s a m e  t i m e.  O n e  o f  t h e  gre ate s t  c h a l l e n g e s  i s  
to  g e t  a l l  t h e  s u p p l i e s  o n  t i m e  to  b o a rd  t h e m  
to  t h e i r  � n a l  d e s t i n at i o n .  Th e  va r i e t y  o f  
s u p p l i e s  i s  h u g e,  f ro m  a n  o rd i n a r y  m e a s u r i n g   
t a p e  to  a n  o u t b o a rd  e n gi n e  fo r  a n  a l u m i n u m  
b o at .

Af te r  g e t t i n g  t h e  s u p p l i e s ,  t h e  co n s u m e r  a n d  t h e  s u p p l i e r s  a gre e  o n  t h e  d e l i ve r y  o f  
t h e  s u p p l i e s  to  t h e  i n d i c ate d  p o r t ,  t h e n  t h e  fe r r y  c l e r k  re ce i ve s  t h e m ,  a n d  i n d i c ate s  
t h e  f re i g ht  to  b e  p a i d  ( n o  c h a n ce  o f  f re e  d e l i ve r y ! ) .  Fo r  t h e  w i t h d rawa l  o f  t h e  
s u p p l i e s ,  we  p rov i d e  t h e  t a x  i nvo i ce s  a n d  t h e  c h e c k l i s t  t h at  wa s  d o n e  i n  t h e  s u p p l y  
s h i p m e nt  i n  t h e  p o r t .  I n  8  d ays ,  we  w i l l  re ce i ve  o u r  s u p p l i e s  a n d  t h e  � e l d  te a m  w i l l  
s t a r t  a n o t h e r  re s e a rc h  s e a s o n  a n d  s u p p o r t  t h e  s o c i a l  o rg a n i z at i o n s  i n  M i d -J u r u á !

Ph o to :  H u g o  Co s t a

U N E S CO  G re e n  Ci t i ze n s  i s  a  g l o b a l  c a m p a i gn  to  e n h a n ce  l o c a l  i n i t i at i ve s  a n d  h i g h l i -
g ht  l o c a l  e nv i ro n m e nt a l  c i t i ze n - l e d  p ro j e c t s  o n  a  g l o b a l  s c a l e .  Th i s  c a m p a i gn  wa s  
fo u n d e d  o n  t h e  i d e a  t h at  c h a n g e s  i n  o u r  re l at i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  e nv i ro n m e nt  w i l l  o n l y  
b e  a c h i e ve d  t h ro u g h  t h e  b r i n gi n g  to g e t h e r  o f  co m p l e m e nt a r y  a c t i o n s  a n d  
n e t wo r k i n g  o f  co m m i t m e nt s  fo r  e nv i ro n m e nt a l  a c t i o n .

We  a re  p l e a s e d  to  a n n o u n ce  t h at ,  fo l l ow i n g  t h e  
i m p a c t  o f  o u r  p i ra r u c u  p ro j e c t  at  I n s t i t u to  J u r u á  
w h i c h  fo c u s e s  o n  t h e  d e ve l o p m e nt  o f  s u s t a i n a b l e  
co m m u n i t y- b a s e d  a ra p a i m a  � s h e r i e s ,  we  h ave  
b e e n  s e l e c te d  to  b e  s h owc a s e d  o n  t h e  U N E S CO  
G re e n  Ci t i ze n s  p l at fo r m .  Th i s  e n h a n ce d  v i s i b i l i t y  
fo r  o u r  a c t i v i t i e s  p rov i d e s  n e t wo r k i n g  o p p o r t u n i -
t i e s  w i t h  o t h e r  i n n ovat i ve  s o l u t i o n - b a s e d  p ro j e c t s  
a ro u n d  t h e  wo r l d,  a n d  t h e  p o te nt i a l  fo r  ex te r n a l  
s u p p o r t  f ro m  g l o b a l  c i t i ze n s  a n d  o rg a n i s at i o n s.

S e e  t h e  U N E S CO  G re e n  Ci t i ze n s  we b s i te  fo r  o u r  
p ro j e c t  p ro � l e  a n d  to  ex p l o re  o t h e r  G re e n  Ci t i ze n s  
p ro j e c t s  wo r l d w i d e.
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N E W S L E T T E R

I n s t i t u to  J u r u á  p a r t i c i p ate s  o f  t h e  4 t h  e d i t i o n  o f   PA I S  ( Pro gra -
m a  d e  Ace l e ra ç ã o  d e  I m p a c to  S o c i a l  -  S o c i a l  I m p a c t  Acce l e ra -
to r  Pro gra m )
B y  An d re s s a  S c a b i n  

I n s t i t u to  J u r u á  wa s  o n e  o f  t h e  1 2  c i v i l  s o c i e t y  o rg a n i z at i o n s   (C S O s )  s e l e c te d  a m o n g  
m o re  t h a n   4 0 0  co m p e t i n g  o rg a n i z at i o n s  to  p a r t i c i p ate  i n  t h e   4 t h  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  
Pro gra m a  d e  Ace l e ra ç ã o  d e  I m p a c to  S o c i a l  -  PA I S  ( S o c i a l  I m p a c t  Acce l e rato r  Pro -
gra m ) .  PA I S  i s  a  p ro gra m  p ro m o te d  by  Ph o m e nt a  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  I n s t i t u to  B a n -
co b rá s ,  S i co o b  Pl a n a l to  Ce nt ra l ,  I n s t i t u to  B R B  a n d  I n s t i t u to  S a b i n .  I t s  o b j e c t i ve  i s  to  
s u p p o r t  C S O s  i n  t h e  a cce l e rat i o n  o f  m a n a g e m e nt  a s  a  way  to  i n c re a s e  t h e  s o c i a l  
i m p a c t  t h e y  p rov i d e.

Th e  p ro gra m ,  s t a r te d  i n  J u n e,  i s  co m p o s e d  o f  � ve  m o d u l e s  a n d  w i l l  l a s t  s i x  m o nt h s.  
Af te r  t h e  � r s t  m o d u l e,  t h e  o rg a n i z at i o n s  re ce i ve d  a  ve r y  d e t a i l e d  m at u r i t y  d i a gn o -
s i s  w h i c h  p o i nte d  o u t  s t ro n g  a n d  we a k  p o i nt s ,  p rov i d i n g  a  d i re c t i o n  o n  t h e  we a k  
p o i nt s  w h i c h  s h o u l d  b e  s t re n g t h e n e d  to  i m p rove  t h e  m a n a g e m e nt  o f  t h e  C S O  a n d,  
co n s e q u e nt l y,  i t s  i m p a c t .  Th e  p ro gra m  co nt a i n s  ve r y  p ra c t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  p ro -
v i d e  co n n e c t i o n s  a n d  exc h a n g e  o f  ex p e r i e n ce  w i t h  C S O s  a l l  ove r  t h e  co u nt r y.  Th e  
m o s t  m e a n i n g f u l  m o m e nt s  o f  t h e  p ro gra m  h a p p e n  w h e n  d y n a m i c s  a l l ow  t h e  
exc h a n g e  o f  ex p e r i e n ce  w i t h  o t h e r  o rg a n i z at i o n s  w h i c h  a re  i n  d i �e re nt  l e ve l s  o f  
m at u r i t y  a n d,  t h e re fo re,  s o m e t i m e s  we  te a c h  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  we  l e a r n  w i t h  t h e  
a c h i e ve m e nt s  o f  o t h e r  p a r t i c i p a nt s .

B e s i d e s  t h e  c l a s s e s  a n d  i nte ra c t i ve  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  C S O s,  t h e  p ro gra m  
o �e r s  p ra c t i c a l  to o l s  to  b e  a p p l i e d  i n  d a i l y  m a n a g e m e nt  a n d  p e r s o n a l i ze d  co n s u l -
t i n g  to  m e e t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  n e e d s  o f  e a c h  o rg a n i z at i o n .  S o  f a r,  I n s t i t u to  J u r u á  h a s  
p rov i d e d  co n s u l t i n g  w i t h  t h e  Ph o m e nt a  te a m  a b o u t  vo l u nte e r  p ro gra m s,  s t rate gi c  
p l a n n i n g  o f  f u n d ra i s i n g  a n d  co m m u n i c at i o n .

Th e  p ro gra m  h a s  b e e n  a n  
i n c re d i b l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  
t h i n k  a b o u t  t h e  o rg a n i z at i o -
n a l  s t r u c t u re  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u -
te ,  i t s  � n a n c i a l  s u s t a i n a b i l i -
t y  o n  a  l o n g  te r m  b a s i s  a n d  
h ow  to  i m p rove  a n d  t u r n  
t h e  m a n a g e m e nt  o f  p ro j e c t s  
a n d  p e o p l e  i n  m o re  e �e c t i ve  
ways,  i n  o rd e r  to  ex p a n d  o u r  
wo r k i n g  a re a s  a n d  t h e  
n u m b e r  o f  b e n e � c i a r i e s  o f  
o u r  a c t i v i t i e s .

 PA I S '  o n l i n e  c l a s s ro o m
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D e s p i te  co n n e c t i v i t y  c h a l l e n -
g e s  at  M i d -J u r u á  a n d  t h e  
i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c u r re nt l y  co n -
d u c t i n g  t h i s  co u r s e  i n  p e r s o n ,  
t h e  a s s o c i at i o n s  a re  e n g a g e d,  
a n d  t h i s  i nt ro d u c t i o n  co u r s e  
w i l l  ce r t a i n l y  grow  i n  t h e  
f u t u re  w i t h  n e w  o n l i n e  m e n -
to r s h i p s ,  a s s i s t a n ce  w i t h  p ro -
j e c t s ,  a n d  i n  p e r s o n  co u r s e s .  
Vi s i t  o u r  Yo uTu b e  c h a n n e l  to  
watc h  t h e  co u r s e’s  v i d e o  l e s -
s o n s !

N E W S L E T T E R

Pro j e c t  E l a b o rat i o n  Co u r s e  I s  B e i n g  O �e re d  to  G ra s s ro o t s  As -
s o c i at i o n s  f ro m  M i d -J u r u á

B y  C l a ra  M a c h a d o

Th i s  S e p te m b e r,  I n s t i t u to  J u r u á  i s  o �e r i n g  “ Pro j e c t  E l a b o rat i o n  Co u r s e” to  gra s s ro o t  
a s s o c i at i o n s  f ro m  M i d -J u r u á .  M a ny  a s s o c i at i o n s  ex p re s s e d  a  n e e d  fo r  a  co u r s e  to  
i m p rove  t h e i r  w r i t i n g  te c h n i q u e s  fo r  ra i s i n g  f u n d s.  Eve n  t h o u g h  t h e  p a n d e m i c  
p re s e nte d  i t s e l f  a s  a  c h a l l e n g e,  t h e  co u r s e  s t a r te d  co m i n g  b a c k  to  l i fe  i n  2 0 2 0  by  
t h e  h a n d s  o f  o u r  i n s t i t u te’s  te a m —w h e n  t h e re  wa s  n o  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h i s  b e i n g  co n -
d u c te d  i n  p e r s o n .

Fo u r  s h o r t  v i d e o  l e s s o n s  we re  c re ate d  a d d re s s i n g  t h e  m a i n  t h e m e s  o f  t h e  p ro j e c t ,  
s u c h  a s  t h e  p re s e nt at i o n  o f  t h e  a s s o c i at i o n ,  o b j e c t i ve s ,  g o a l s ,  re s u l t s ,  a n d  i n d i c a -
to r s .  Th e  v i d e o  l e s s o n s  a re  b e i n g  m a d e  ava i l a b l e  v i a  a  Wh at s Ap p  gro u p,  w h e re  
e ve r yo n e  e n ro l l e d  k e e p s  u p  w i t h  t h e  l e s s o n s  a n d  s u b m i t s  t h e i r  exe rc i s e s .  We  a re  
a l s o  h o l d i n g  t wo  o n l i n e  m e nto r s h i p s  to  g o  ove r  t h e  exe rc i s e s  a n d  to  a n s we r  a ny  
q u e s t i o n s.

Ph o to :  A A E P R I  (As s o c i a ç ã o  Am b i e nt a l ,  E x t rat i v i s t a s ,  Pe s c a -
d o re s  e  Pro d u to re s   R u ra i s  D e  I t a m a rat i )  m e m b e r s  p a r t i c i p a -
t i n g  i n  t h e  co u r s e  i n  I t a m a rat i  (AM ) .
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M e e t  Th e  Yo u n g  Pro t a g o n i s t s
B y  C l a ra  M a c h a d o

H ow  a re  n e w  l e a d e r s h i p s  fo r m e d  i n  s o c i a l  m ove m e nt s ?  At  M i d -J u r u á ,  t h e  Yo u n g  Pro -
t a g o n i s t s  p ro j e c t  i s  a  gra n d  s c h o o l  fo r  n e w  l e a d e r s h i p  q u a l i � c at i o n .  B e fo re  t h e  p ro -
j e c t  wa s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  re gi o n ,  t h e  e l d e r l y  s aw  t h e  yo u t h  a s  u n i nte re s te d  a n d  
i r re s p o n s i b l e .  Th e re  wa s  a  s e r i o u s  co n ce r n  a b o u t  p a s s i n g  o n  t h e  s o c i a l  m ove m e nt  
a n d  t h e  fo u n d at i o n a l  a s s o c i at i o n’s  to rc h ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  yo u n g  p e o p l e  d i d  n o t  s e e m  
re a d y.

Wi t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  t h e  Yo u n g  Pro t a g o n i s t s  m ove m e nt ,  a n  i n i t i at i ve  o r i g i n ate d  i n  Te fé  
by  I C M B i o  i n  2 0 1 0 ,  t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  yo u t h  c h a n g e d.  M a ny  yo u n g  p e o p l e  e m p owe -
re d  t h e m s e l ve s  a n d  i nv i te d  e ve n  m o re  p e o p l e  to  t h e  p ro j e c t ,  s t re n g t h e n i n g  M i d -
-J u r u á’s  c u l t u re,  co m m u n i t y,  a n d   s o c i a l  m ove m e nt

O R G A N I Z AT I O N S  O F  T H E  
M I D -J U R UÁ

N owa d ays,  t h e s e  yo u n g  p e o p l e  a re  t re n d s e t te r s ,  w h o  o cc u py  p u b l i c  s p a ce s  a s  l e a d e r -
s — t h e y  a re  co u n s e l o r s  a n d  co m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s  p re s e nt  at  e ve r y  gra s s ro o t  o rg a n i z a -
t i o n .  Th e  t r u s t  i n  t h e m  wa s  re n e we d,  a n d  t h e  to rc h  w i l l  b e  p a s s e d  o n  to  a  n e w  g e n e -
rat i o n  c a p a b l e  o f  s u s t a i n i n g  M i d -J u r u á’s  l e g a c y.  Yo u n g  p e o p l e  w h o  a re  awa re  o f  t h e i r  
a n ce s to r s’ p a s t  a re  n ow  re a d y  to  m a k e  M i d -J u r u á  p ro gre s s  e ve n  f u r t h e r.

Acco rd i n g  to  R a i m u n d o  N o n ato,  a  
yo u t h  l e a d e r  o f  Co m u n i d a d e  S ã o  
R a i m u n d o,  i n  t h e  E x t ra c t i ve  R e s e r -
ve,  “ t h e  Yo u n g  Pro t a g o n i s t s  Pro j e c t  
wa s  c re ate d  w i t h  a  p u r p o s e.  Fi r s t l y,  
to  d e l i ve r  t h e  m e s s a g e  t h at  we  a re  
re s p o n s i b l e .  S e co n d l y,  to  e m p owe r  
u s  a s  yo u n g  l e a d e r s ,  w h o  p a r t i c i p a -
te  i n  m ove m e nt s  a n d  a s s o c i at i o n s.  
An d  t h i rd l y,  we  wa nte d  o u r  p a re nt s’ 
s u p p o r t ,  w h o  b e fo re  d i d n' t  t r u s t  u s  
t h at  m u c h .  We  a l s o  wa nte d  to  
awa k e n  t h e  yo u t h  to  t h e  f a c t  t h at  
we’re  l o s i n g  t h e  b at t l e  a g a i n s t  v i o -
l e n ce,  d r u g s,  a n d  u r b a n  c u l t u re”.

Ph o to :  R a i m u n d o  N o n ato
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C H R O N I C L E S  O F  T H E  J U R UÁ

S e u  G ra c i a s  i s  t h e  gre ate s t  a ra p a i m a  � s h e r m a n  i n  t h e  
re gi o n .  H i s  n at u ra l i s t i c  ve i n  i s  a s  b i g  a s  t h e  gre at  
s wa m p  t h at  � o o d s  a l l  l a n d  t h at  m e e t s  t h e  e ye.  H i s  
d re a m ?  H e  wa nte d  to  b e  a  b i o l o gi s t ,  n ow  s e e…

I t  wa s  a  ra i ny  d ay  w h e n  h e  ve nte d  to  m e  o n  o u r  b o at ,  
“ Wow,  J B…  Yo u’re  s m a r t ,  a re n’t  yo u ? !  I f  yo u  g o  to  co l -
l e g e,  i t  m e a n s  yo u’re  s m a r t .  An d  yo u  a l s o  s t u d i e d  to  
g e t  t h at  d o c to rate…  H ow  I  w i s h  I  wa s  b o r n  a s  s m a r t  a s  
yo u,  I  co u l d  a l s o  h ave  b e co m e  a  b i o l o gi s t…”

Ab o u t  M e r i to c ra c y
B y  J o ã o  Vi to r  Ca m p o s - S i l va

B e fo re  a n s we r i n g  h i m ,  a n  a c u te  s a d n e s s  to o k  ove r  m e,  a  p ro d u c t  o f  a  m e m o r y  h i d d e n  
i n  a  s e c l u d e d  p a r t  o f  my  m i n d.  Le t  m e  ex p l a i n  i t  b r i e � y :  U l i s s e s  wa s  t h e  s m a r te s t  k i d  
i n  my  s c h o o l  a n d  o n e  o f  my  b e s t  f r i e n d s.  We  s h a re d,  a m o n g  m a ny  t h i n g s,  a  d re a m  o f  
b e co m i n g  a  b i o l o gi s t .  U l i s s e s  wa s  b r i g ht  a n d  o n e  o f  a  k i n d.  I  c a n’t  re m e m b e r  a  s i n g l e  
te s t  o f  h i s  t h at  wa s n’t   a n  A  o r  a  B  gra d e.  M e,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d,  I  wa s  a  C  s t u d e nt -
— n o t h i n g  m o re,  n o t h i n g  l e s s .  A l l  t h e  g o o d  gra d e s  t h at  I  g o t ,  c a m e  a f te r  l o n g  h o u r s  o f  
s i t t i n g  a n d  s t u d y i n g.  B u t  t h e re  wa s  a n o t h e r  d i �e re n ce  b e t we e n  u s ,  n e ve r  n o t i ce d  
b e c a u s e  i t  wa s  a l s o  co m p l e te l y  n e g l i g i b l e .  A l a s ,  t i m e  m a d e  t h i s  d i �e re n ce  l ate nt  w h e n  
o u r  p at h s  c h a n g e d :  U l i s s e s’ m o t h e r  wa s  o u r  s c h o o l ’s  c l e a n i n g  l a d y ;  m i n e  wa s  a  re t a i l e r  
w i t h  b e t te r  � n a n c i a l  co n d i t i o n .

Th e  t h i n g  i s ,  U l i s s e s  s t aye d  at  t h e  s a m e  ( p re c a r i o u s )  s c h o o l ,  w h i l e  my  p a re nt s — n o t  
w i t h o u t  m u c h  h a rd  wo r k— s e nt  m e  to  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  l o c a l  s c h o o l s .  At  t h e  t i m e,  t h e re  
we re  n o  s o c i a l  p o l i c i e s  t h at  co u l d  h ave  m a d e  t h at  k i d  t a k e  o �  i n  h i s  s t u d i e s ,  s o  1 1 -ye -
a r- o l d  U l i s s e s  b e c a m e  a  wa l l  p a i nte r,  a  p ro fe s s i o n  t h at  h e  h o l d s  w i t h  m u c h  d i gn i t y  
a n d  d i s t i n c t i o n  to  t h i s  d ay.  H i s  d re a m  o f  b e co m i n g  a  b i o l o gi s t  wa s  l e f t  b e h i n d.

U l i s s e s  h a d  a n  i nte l l e c t  m u c h  s u p e r i o r  to  m i n e,  t h e re  wa s  n o  co m p a r i s o n .  H e  d i d n’t  
h ave  t h e  s a m e  l u c k  a s  I  d i d,  b o r n  i n  a  f a m i l y  w i t h  b e t te r  � n a n c i a l  m e a n s.  I  d o n’t  m e a n  
at  a ny  t i m e  to  m a k e  l e s s  o f  o r  e ve n  d i s re g a rd  t h e  h u g e  e �o r t s  I  m a d e  to  g e t  to  w h e re  I  
a m  to d ay.  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  c a l l u s e s  my  p a re nt s  d i s p l ay  i n  t h e i r  h a n d s  o p e n e d  u p  m a ny  
m o re  d o o r s  fo r  m e  t h a n  my  m e a gre  i nte l l e c t .  R e m e m b e r i n g  U l i s s e s  m a k e s  a n  i m m e a -
s u ra b l e  b rave r y  co m e  to  l i fe  i n s i d e  m e  to  � g ht  i n  t h i s  wo r l d,  s o  t h at  a l l  t h e  G ra c i a s  o f  
o u r  co u nt r y  h ave  m o re  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  I  h o p e  t h at  t h e y  c a n  s to p  u s i n g  t h e  l e n i e n c y  o f  
t h e i r  i nte l l e c t  to  cove r  u p  t h e  b r u t a l  i n e q u i t y  t h at  s h at te re d  h i s  d re a m s.

St a r i n g  i nto  G ra c i a s’ e ye s — t h at  c rave d  t h e  i nte l l e c t  ( w h i c h  I  n e ve r  h a d )  to  b e co m e  a  
b i o l o gi s t— ,  I  e n d e d  o u r  co nve r s at i o n ,  o p e n e d  a  b e e r  c a n ,  a n d  to a s te d,  “ N a h ,  G ra -
c i a s…  H ow  I  w i s h  I  wa s  a s  s m a r t  a s  yo u  to  k n ow  ex a c t l y  w h e re  to  t h row  t h e  h a r p o o n  
a n d  h i t  t h e  te n d e r l o i n  o f  a n  a ra p a i m a ,  to  m a k e  s u re  t h at  my  f a m i l y  i s  fe d.  Yo u’re  a m a -
z i n g ! ”.
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